The mission of Youth Ministry in the Minnesota Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church is
to encourage and equip youth and youth leaders to become leaders in their churches and spur positive
change in their communities.
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THE EVENT
Introduction + How To Use This Material:
Welcome to The Event! We’re so delighted that you brought your youth along for this experience
this year. We wanted to develop something that both serves your students in this season and helps
you out as a youth leader, so we’ve put together 4 sessions of The Event. You can choose to use
these materials in whatever way works best for your group.
Suggestions: You could use as a 4-week series, you could invite youth to watch the videos and do the Youth
Devotional independently, you could invite small groups to work through the materials together,
whatever works best for your group.

The Event Experience:
Each session (including the Live Event on February 3) includes:
- A Video from speaker Jacob Urrea, Family Ministries Pastor at Hope Summit Christian Church
in Rochester, MN
- A Leader Discussion Guide (this document)
- A Youth Devotional
- An Interactive Activity with materials list (included in this Leader Guide and in the Youth
Devotional)
Bonus Video materials:
- A talk from the February 3 Live Event featuring Sam Eaton, author of Recklessly Alive: What
My Suicide Attempt Taught Me About God & Living Life to the Fullest
- 3 Worship Song Videos from Boiling Point featured in the February 3 Live Event

Youth Devo vs. Leader Guide
The Youth Devotional and the Youth Leader Guide have very similar content. The Leader
Guide has some discussion questions that are adapted from the Youth Devotional as well as
some Leader Notes for your reference sprinkled throughout. You can use this along with the Youth
Devotional (youth can follow along in their own journals) or in place of the Youth Devotional, but
please know the content is the same in both resources. Use in whatever way is going to work best
with your youth.
The Leader Guide does not include a game, check-in, or prayer for your gathering time. If these
elements are typically part of your time together, you will want to prep those on your own. In lieu
of a game, you can use the activity included with each session.

Video Teachings & Downloadable Materials can be found
by visiting The Event Website:

www.the-event-umc.org
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THE EVENT
Before You Start:
You shouldn’t need to prep anything to lead through the discussion materials, but we would
recommend reading through the materials once before working through the guide with your
youth. Session 1 deals with some topics that might be delicate as they reflect on Sam’s talk about
depression and suicide. We’ve included resources to offer students in both the Youth Devotional
and leader guide below. We have also made some leader notes about what we would recommend
regarding appropriate sharing within your group. Again, you know your group best, so do what
works best for your group.
All scripture references are from the NIV translation and source materials are included if you
are interested in further reading.
All About That Grace Section
Following each session is a standalone section titled “All About That Grace” in which we
work through John Wesley’s understanding of Grace as it relates to the theme of the session
preceding it. You can choose to include this in your teaching/discussion, or omit it. The continuity
of the materials is not dependent on your use of the All About That Grace sections. It is also
included in the Youth Devotional in the same capacity, as a standalone section.

Thank You:
Thank you for choosing to partner with Conference Youth Ministry as you offer this experience
for your youth. We hope that it fosters great conversation and insight into God’s faithfulness – as
we see in the story of Joshua, and through Wesley’s understanding of Grace.
We want to take a minute to highlight our partners and friends in ministry:
Boiling Point, Erik Bjorkund https://www.boilingpointband.com
Sam Eaton @recklesslyalive
Jacob Urrea @jacoburrea
Camp Minnesota, Keith Shew www.campminnesota.org
YouthWorks, Jacob Eckeberger www.youthworks.com
Youth Ministry Land, Tony Ducklow www.youthministryland.com
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BIG IDEA:

In the wilderness, God is faithful.

KEY VERSE:

“Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during the harvest.
Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan
and their feet touched the water’s edge, the water from upstream
stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance away,”
Joshua 3:15-16
ACTIVITY SUPPLIES:
- A Smooth Stone/ Rock
- Paint Maker or Permanent Marker
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THE EVENT: Session Two
Can you remember a time in your life when you just had to go for it? The curtain opened, the puck
dropped, the training wheels came off, the ball was passed to you with seconds left on the clock,
you sent the text to your crush, the tooth was loose and you had a crisp apple in your hand…
Invite youth/leaders to share:
What’s one of your “just go for it” moments?
No matter how prepared you were, there’s a rush of adrenaline when the moment is just * there *
right before you.
Invite youth/leaders to share:
Share 3 words that describe how you usually feel when you’re faced with one of these moments?
In this series, we’re learning about Joshua. And at this point in the story, Joshua is standing right
before one of these moments. He has just become the leader of the Israelites, he’s ready to bring them
into the Promised Land after 40 years of wandering, and only one thing stands in his way…
The Jordan River.
Have you ever taken a step out in courage and immediately regretted it? Maybe you agreed to take
the lead in a group project before realizing just how much work it was going to be. Or maybe you got
the keys to go for a drive by yourself for the first time and were confronted with the realization that
mailboxes just jump out from nowhere. Maybe you got the solo you auditioned for and when the
spotlights hit, you were, well, like a deer in the headlights. Maybe you started a new workout routine
and it’s kicking your butt.

Invite 2-3 youth/leaders to share about
one of these moments.

LEADER NOTE:
This discussion may go better if you’re able to
share a light(er) story of you experiencing this.

The thing after the hard thing – after finally making it – isn’t supposed to be this hard.
Moses stands at the edge of the Jordan River with this group of Israelites behind him, and he has a
choice to make. He can choose to step out in faith, or he can go back into years of waiting and
wandering.

JOSHUA 3:7

And the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel,
so they may know that I am with you as I was with Moses.”

With the unknown before you – as it was with Joshua – God comes along with and goes before
us in the journey.
Earlier in the story, with Moses and the Israelites, God parted the Red Sea so the people could
escape into the wilderness. (Exodus 14:21-22) And again, in this story, God is faithful to the
people and as soon as they set foot in the Jordan River, the river stopped flowing and the people
passed through.
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THE EVENT: Session Two
When they had crossed through the river, Joshua
had twelve people gather stones from the middle of the
Jordan, and he set them in their camp as a reminder of
God’s faithfulness.

LEADER NOTE:
This stack of rocks is called an
Ebenezer. By definition, Ebenezer
means “Stone of Help.” In the book
of 1 Samuel (7:12), Samuel raises
an Ebenezer saying “thus far, the
JOSHUA 4:6-7
“In the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do Lord has helped us.” This word
might be familiar to your youth if
these stones mean?’ tell them that the flow of the
your congregation sings the hymn
Jordan was cutoff before the ark of the covenant of the “Come Thou Font.” In it, a line says,
Lord. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the
“here I raise my Ebenezer, hither by
Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial thy help I come.”
In National Parks, stacks of rocks
to the people of Israel forever.”
are called Cains, and they’re built to
let hikers know they’re on the right
Invite youth/leaders to share:
path.
Do you have any moments in your life that you
(source: https://www.nps.gov/articles/
rockcairns.htm)
would mark with God’s faithfulness?

-Stones: Using a stone and paint marker, spend some time either writing out, or
drawing symbols to remind you of those times in your life where God has proven
God’s self as faithful. Invite youth to keep this stone somewhere they can see it
regularly, so that when they enter into another wilderness journey, they can
remember that God goes with them.
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THE EVENT: Session Two
Have you (or someone driving you somewhere) ever missed the exit or taken a wrong turn?
The GPS takes a minute to figure out where you are – and where you’re going – and says
“Recalculating.”
It doesn’t shout “you idiot!” or “that’s not what I told you!” or “you’ve done this a hundred times,
how could you screw it up?!” No, it politely tells you “Recalculating” while it figures things out and
gets you back on the right track.
That’s kind of what Grace is like. God’s prevenient grace goes before you – setting the path before
you. Sometimes you take a wrong turn or miss the exit, and yet God’s invitation is still extended.
...invitation to what, though?
Invite youth to share:
What is God inviting us to?
Justifying Grace.
In typesetting (or in making a word document) when something is “justified” it is aligned – it is in
line with an invisible guiding ruler.
When we step onto God’s path – when we respond to God’s invitation– we move into Justifying
Grace. We are aligned with God’s way.

LEADER NOTE:
This next section includes some "churchy"
words that might not make the most sense to
your youth – middle schoolers or high
schoolers. As appropriate, take time to
unpack what the words mean, or adapt the
phrasing to something that may be better
understood by your youth.

And we experience reconciliation,
pardon, and restoration. Through the
work of God in Christ our sins are
forgiven, and our relationship with God
is restored. According to John Wesley,
founder of the Methodist movement, the
image of God — which has been
distorted by sin — is renewed within us
through Christ’s death.

Again, this dimension of God’s grace is a gift. God’s grace alone brings us into relationship with
God. There are no hoops through which we have to jump in order to please God and to be loved by
God. God has acted in Jesus Christ. We need only to respond in faith.
Justification is also a time of repentance — turning away from behaviors rooted in sin and toward
actions that express God’s love.
Responding to God’s love and grace isn’t a one-and-done kind of thing. You may miss an exit or
take a few wrong turns, but you can always “recalculate” and step back onto God’s way.

Sources: https://www.gofirst.org/about-the-umc/theology-of-the-methodist-church/grace//
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